There are two main classes of poisonous snakes in India, some cobras and the vipers.
The Indian cobra?Naia naia vel tripudians varies from 100 to 150 cm. in length and has a variable colour but is usually black. The head is generally golden yellow in colour, spotted with yellowish white marks above and pure white beneath. The species is distributed throughout the whole of Southern Asia from the south of the Caspian Sea to the south of China, India, Burma., Ceylon and the Malay Archipelago. Several varieties of it are met with in India, but Naia tripudians and Naia bungarus are the two formidable varieties.
The neck of the cobra is dilatable, in the form of a hood. At the junction of the neck and back of the head there is a mark resembling somewhat an inverted omega. There is a legend well known in India, that once upon a time when the Creator of the Universe, Lord Brahma, was sleeping in the sun, the King Cobra (Naia bungarus) came and placed himself with his hood expanded between the Lord and the hot sun, thus sheltering Him from its scorching rays. When the Lord Brahma woke up he was very pleased and gave him the omega marking as a reward for his faithful service. This mark is intended to frighten the kites and birds of prey and is looked upon with great veneration by the Hindus. Snakes are held sacred by many classes of Hindus and it is considered a great sin to kill these deadly reptiles. If a cobra is seen by these people they do not molest him but offer him milk. The snake charmers in India capture these snakes and claim to know many charms by which they can hold them in their power. These people are also believed to possess many specific cures for snake-bite, but this is not borne out by facts, as death from snake-bite is quite common among this class. There has been much discussion regarding the nature of the toxic principle in the different venoms (Flexner and Noguchi, 1902) . According to Faust (1910-11) the chief toxic substances in cobra and rattlesnake [Oct., 1932 only due to the difference in the degree of toxicity. It was suggested later on that these two venoms have entirely different seats of action. Epstein (1930) 
